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The Improvement of Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTs) through CBCI Theory:
Verification Through Classroom Practice With Senior High School Students in
Japan
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In the revision of the course of study, amidst various changes, "deep learning" emerges as one of the
most important keywords. Based on personal experience and the results of a survey conducted among English
teachers in Nara prefecture, it was found that there was a lack of activities focusing on Higher Order Thinking
Skills (HOTSs) in classes. To address this issue and promote "deep learning" among students, a curriculum and
lesson plan utilizing Lynn Erickson's Concept-Based Curriculum and Instruction (CBCI) were implemented. In
the lessons, while textbooks were used as the core, various activities and related materials were also utilized,
with a focus on the "concepts" being learned at each step, thereby deepening students' understanding. To
assess students' progress, pre- and post-writing tests and surveys were conducted. As a result, an
improvement was observed in the HOTs-related items in the writing tests, and more students acknowledged
engaging in activities related to HOTs within the lessons. An improvement in HOTs was observed in all surveys,

demonstrating the effectiveness of this initiative in fostering students' HOTs. Additionally, students were able




to improve their English proficiency because the CBCI-based lessons gave them a number of inputs about the
concept in the lesson and helped them acquire vocabulary and phrases to express their opinions related to
HOTs. By engaging in activities using HOTs, they became accustomed to expressions related to the concept.
Consequently, they were able to articulate their thoughts more deeply in the post-writing test.
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Will the PPP-Based Approach Decrease WTC? It May Not.
Tadashi, IZUMITANI (A FHEESEFR - 15K

To improve students’ English proficiency, it is crucial to develop students’ willingness to communicate
(WTC). To do so, communicative approach might be adopted to provide more meaning-focused lessons.
However, due to limited daily exposure of English in the Japanese EFL context, form-focused and step by step
approaches such as Presentation-Practice-Production (PPP) in which leamers gradually shift from language
learning to communicative activities still play an important role because learners in junior and senior high
schools have not acquired basic skills of grammar and vocabulary and they may not be ready enough to work
on communicative activities immediately. This study tried to improve WTC through revised PPP-based lessons
(Sato et al., 2022) conducted by a Japanese English teacher. The study involved third-year junior high school
students at a private school in Osaka, Japan. A modified version of Yashima’s (2009) WTC questionnaire was
administered three times: at the beginning, before the last P (Production) of PPP, and after all the lessons. The
data was analyzed using a repeated-measures one-way Analysis of Variance. To closely examine changes in
learners’ WTC, two students” WTC was recorded after every lesson. After completing all the lessons, a semi-
structured interview was conducted with the two students to explore their feelings about using English in the
classroom. The interview data was analyzed qualitatively. The results indicated no significant changes in WTC.

However, the students who participated in the interview both answered that their WTC increased when they




understood the target grammar and when they got a good mark on the test. Considering the results, the
lessons seemed to fail to improve WTC. However, the lessons not having increased or decreased students’
WTC may mean that PPP-based lessons sustained students” WTC, meaning PPP-based, or form-focused,
lessons may not prevent WTC from improving. In addition, it seems from the interview that students want to
understand grammar knowledge, which may also increase their WTC. Further discussion will be shown in the

presentation.
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(3) B AR () XBD) ZFEL Uiz, BEROBR, FBEE (1) OFEZRans 0N (3)
OBEHYEEARNEEL0E, SEREFRITOMEEIICH /. UL, (2) DIBEICDWTIE. BiFEAOT TEEREIED
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Fz. IBHRBEHMEREN & U CTERV\SNSESEMEIEMmA & B8EEREDHD 2 FBECHMESI. BftmAD
FEHEENEADREDER( ST DMERAFEC L DFECRITDILDRONBNESND, E5(C. FHEOBEMHREDE
RICFAEERFTT LB, HRAIBTENMNERL TS, DT ENSEEOEEMSBEREECOBRCEIET
2.

AR BAARFETEC 1 44K 130 NEWSRIC UTASELERE COT— 5720\ T BEFAOEE EE
FEOBEEMND 3 DOERECERZZH T, Oshita (2001)DEEAREELIZ, TOMEEDTZE, Hizt T SRT—H-E
FASEAEST)UGLMM)DEREES)LZIRLU T 3 DOBREDEHBHR B/ FRDESRENT L. BT o/e Bl
(C. MBERDKEREDE VI (be BNEV/RACRERIRE) ©FBEDERE(CLDFRERMEXIERD E U TE<H5MN
3 (Granger, 2013) 7z, Okada (2020)TM 210 ADEHR 2 FFAEEIIERIC UTREEEEREDFER EDHERIC K D,
FEESEOBREDE WRBIREDIRD (CRIFIRE(C DV TEBRZHD.
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HESFECH T SFEOMATHIEFADERNEE ChD. £ S80I DMRIC(IEBAERIAEHENE Chd
B SRR BEOEERIIEE N DFEIC(HEENWE TSN (Kasper & Rose, 2001). BIADIEERE CIIsBFERH
IBEHINT5 Thd S8 TL VB (Koyama, 2013; Mizushima, 2016), Eleanor (2004)(C&3E. BADAESE
NEHAREEREEEEN O TH D, NENVIFRIERN TV EFHRENDEN DD, TL T, BDERBICDLNT
(& SSEEOTERIRE HASEOHEERIAMEL W2, FERRAVEMZIR ENEREL TL VS LHEHEEITTL VS (Eleanor, 2004;
f&H, 2013; Yamagashira, 2001), 55_=:B0ERERIEENICENENES DO TV, ZODAMDER DR %
(CDUNTI(SHAREARBLAYR

AAFROEMN L. BAATEEZBEN SRR TERRZFAIIRRZHAEL. SSEHE(CHTDEAmDies
FEZIRRT D ETH D, REEZMRIC, BFIEER. TGEORWE. SBRNAEROEREICEIT 27> — hEEE
FEmIBE N Z A 9 DIzsbHEETERk o A NDCT) & MLz, DCT (CIFEE. 48, HiTE Bl DRI R
TEGE LTz, TORER, STATET CHRSHNCSHMUTL VZEH/REEAMmINR D (CINX T, R ESBRRIERD &
DOBENRSNIZ, Fz. ANRFRCTIE. FATHTTE (3R, EBRERINERD SESEOBNEDRE IHED R SHvah
Dz, E=5(C, FERERIVERD(C(IEEENSIERR UTCEDBEED S Z € DF FEE(CER I 28NS HESN
1z, BHERFEICHITS TERRZ RO 12500 DCT TE K OEMAERIERDARSIZS EM5, SEEOIRER® RSV,
NERE, BESSEOS\ VR ZEE U CERT 3T ENEEBLEEXSND.
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EZHIRND & FBEND.

AFFROEMNE MEEI=1=5—>3> (FFC) &EEBAS S/>0=1=5—>3> (SCMC) OfE—RT
DB EEVZERL. FE— RECORBRE(CEDFE COSBFERDER . 2R TCN31=1=5—>3>h
BRODZER(CDV CEIRRD SIRFERI TD & Thd. TR Cld. ERRRFRICPE I DARZEE 12 28Ul 55
SFEEEECADDII—TZ=mEHR L. [O=1=5—23> - IRODTAT T EITITIV KD IBEOEERTE
HR% FFC & SCMC ifiifE— RTHEMUZ (#ELS, 2020), SIENIAOZITOTF ERSaziRa. srEUic,
TIHSEENIS—5REEC NS ROVUT NI L. B80T 1%

#ERELU T, FFC & SCMC DEBSMDE— RTERERE(CEDF COSEEFRODEF LU Lz, E5(C. =
FBEDSY R CIISEBEROSB CERNERSNCCENS. BERESIRAD(CHITDEEERDEBIFTIRID
AB(THFL TVBRIENESHE DI, Ffee O=1°5—3 32 AOERICDUT, FFC & SCMC E— RE
NERERD AT 1= —>a > ARSIz, ORI, EEBRICHITD 1= 1= —3 3 i BIchLTE
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DDA ORI 12D Z EBIASHC ST VB(Pérez-Paredes 2020), F/z. FREDNEEORERPSCK
ST, FEHTI&ATEFHIN G D LB > TE TS (Lan, 2020; Paquot. 2019732&),
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LTHD, R CHREEZB(CRDEO—AVIEAATSEEFBE R E LDV TOREERIRE TS, Fz. BN
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#5 2015; KATE KSI, 2019; Tanaka2022 7&&) . &2\ \o [eFBE DL aHERDSERE SIS NI D TLVRL Y,
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Jiang (2000) (& L 2 &L 1 &S RHaERR. L 1 2EECHISStE3 L 1L s, L 20IERs
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BARANSGEEREDREE | MEAIEESEEFEDIA> SRS, EhDT SO EIEEE DR
H A (RBRRTIZERIEEEFR)

There are challenging issues in today's English education environment, and one notable concemn is the
emphasis on grammar-centered instruction. This situation may arise from the alignment of interests between
teachers and students. Teachers aim to employ teachable teaching methods, while students strive to avoid
mistakes and produce flawless English expressions. However, some researches suggest that texts produced
by Japanese learmers of English (JLEs) are comprehensible for English speakers (cf. Miyata et al. (2006),
Aoyama and Fujiwara (2016), and Oka (2021)). While these studies make significant claims, they often lack
sufficient investigation into the comprehensibility for non-native English speakers. This paper addresses this
gap by focusing on researching the comprehensibility of JLES' compositions for non-native English speakers
and identifying the categories of awkwardness that are more likely to decrease comprehensibility. Four JLES'
compositions were collected and assessed by 12 non-native English speakers through proofreading. The
results demonstrate that JLEs' English is indeed comprehensible for non-native English users. Moreover, the
distribution of the number and ratio of reported awkwardness is similar to the survey results presented in
Miyata et al. (2006). The study also reveals that semantic awkwardness occupies the highest ratio among
significant awkwardness categories, whereas grammatical awkwardness has the lowest likelihood of becoming
significant despite constituting the highest ratio in total awkwardness. Consequently, teachers are encouraged
to prioritize teaching words and meanings over grammar. Additionally, students should overcome hesitation
and seize opportunities to improve their English proficiency. This shift in learning attitude may contribute to

more effective and valuable English learning experiences.
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KD, FHBR, RAEBORE TR 2 10 D RE W, food. money. future dreams. music. health, stress.
books. childhood memories. sports. education DFNSEREEERICGE DI NEW OEEN ZDIEREEL< &%
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T >IN ARIL I AIRE NV RENTTLVD, FHT. BEREX(IFBEOBREDIRERIZL. FBEDL
NUTBEUIZ T« — R\ DIFFBEOBREORCKRITIGR,. — & CFE I DM EDLIDRVBHREEDTZL\END
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OEFTEZDRDOIEEI 28U CEFEEBSUEIESE D SV ORHEETIEAYEE SHTL\S (e.g., Hasegawa
etal, 2020). LML, COLIREEHUCED <EBE/ZIFITIE MX > TREEDFRADFEAEEE (avoidance) %
RUTCLESZEEHD, £IT. F—45v NEROBFRMNERZR I AHREL T, EENAFEIIEE (context-
retrieval instruction; Hasegawa, 2021) S SNBEREFTEES 17+ I (LD ANDB C EREAHTz AFHK Tl
EAFBEFIDBEEEFE R E USSR HEEDERZIRE I D, BESINERDOSSHECHT, [
K, EARFETIRDIEVWDN (BT D557 IRz ig0iR UL, FEEDERZEZLL CAMMITS
EWSIEERIT Oz, TOBR make (H&EIER) & want (0DSXEFEE) ORFESIESESENUZ. ShlE%z
Y409 D MAKE B & WANT BHTHT, SUMEIRIEES U T MRHIBOISITIE <make+ A+BEAFEAZ> (ZESUVS
SECEONTUOELEM? | F2E T - - <want+ A +to REE> (FESWVSIGE CEONTOELEN ? 1 &
DSHEEDUNTNOEIT DI, TNEWINDIEEIIRIHCR—CHhD. EE550RHIES—5 Y NREROFERZEEHI LR
KO U, TORER. 18EE(CEMUIZS AT >R ClISUMEiE z 17> 1e2RERODBERAZRNNERINICM L L T
B0, MWEEIEEN Y-y NREROBERIHERZ/E I BIFeEN D Z CHVRE STz, COBERTEAICIIARLINE
FalgeEns D (eg., Bl - BAI, 2023). S5IIRARKIL CLKWEN DD,
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Effects of scaffolding in tertiary EFL writing
Ekaterina, ARSHAVSKAIA (University of Shizuoka)
Atsushi, FUJIIMORI (University of Shizuoka)

Corrective feedback is employed as a scaffold to aid English learners, though its effectiveness is widely
debated (Truscott, 1996; Ferris, 1999). The emergence of Al-assisted writing tools has further fueled this
debate (Dixon & Gated, 2021). This study examines the efficacy of online tools versus instructor feedback in
tertiary English writing classes. Sixty-one freshmen majoring in science were randomly divided into two groups
within a required course that addressed paragraph organization, cohesion, coherence, and grammar. One
group received comprehensive grammar feedback from Al tools Grammarly and Quilbot, whereas the other
was provided instructor feedback focusing on subject-verb agreement, tense, and pronoun usage. Following

four rounds of feedback interventions, their timed writings were assessed using ETS's Criterion® system in a




pre-post test design. Results showed that although both groups enhanced the length of their writings, the
group receiving instructor feedback exhibited more substantial improvements in subject-verb agreement and
verb forms, along with a more significant decrease in grammatical errors. These findings indicate that the type
of feedback influences cognitive processing, with targeted, instructor-led feedback achieving more effective

error correction than the broader corrections offered by Al tools.
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Cambridge University Press.
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Motivational Factors Affecting Active Participation in a Dyad Task
Katsuyuki, KONNO (Ryukoku University)
Tsutomu, KOGA (Ryukoku University)

In language classrooms in the Japanese EFL context, acquiring communication skills is the urgent goal
and thus the primary focus of teaching. To achieve this, English teachers have integrated communicative
activities and tasks into their teaching plans. Whereas these are indispensable for learners to talk to learn the
target language, it is the case that not all learners demonstrate their active participation. Since these activities
are usually dyad or done in groups, learners can remain inactive until the end, counting on their partners’
dedicated effort. Therefore, helping learners be more motivated and willing to communicate during these
activities is the key to successful language learing. Motivation during tasks is affected by various individual
and environmental factors. In addition, since task motivation is co-constructed, task partners also exert
motivational influences on each other’s performance. However, what motivational and other related factors
affect learners’ behaviors during a task might depend on the types of tasks. To dig deeper into motivational
influences on task behaviors, this study aimed at examining factors inducing learners’ active participation
during an information gap task. A total of 50 Japanese EFL learners engaged in a spot-the-difference task
during their English classes. They were randomly assigned to pairs and engaged in a 5-minute practice task.
They were asked to find out as many differences as possible by talking to each other in English until the time
was up. Then, each pair did the similar task twice with different illustrations. The questionnaire was
administered after all the trials, and learners’ task motivation factors were measured through a questionnaire
adopted from the previous studies, including the following Likert scales: task involvement, interpersonal
relations, anxiety, avoidance tendencies, and perceived competence. Moreover, two more scales were
originated by the authors: perceptions toward the interlocutor’s communication behavior and perceptions of
active participation. The results of regression analysis revealed that the quality of task involvement and
perceived competence predicted active participation. Then, cluster analysis was performed and showed that
anxiety might prohibit learners’ active participation. This study concluded that perceptions toward the

interlocutor might not be as important as self-perceptions of task behaviors.
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In the era of globalization, the English language is experiencing diversification, increasing the importance
of integrating Global Englishes for Language Teaching (GELT) (Rose & Galloway, 2019) into English lessons.
However, a gap between theory and practice persists, particularly in junior and high school contexts in Japan.
To address this gap, the presenters will conduct a year-long project involving the concept of GELT, aiming to
foster the students’ awareness and tolerance of the diversity of English in the secondary school where one of
the presenters teaches. This presentation outlines our GELT research project, aimed at investigating how the
intervention of GELT principles will affect Japanese high school students’ understanding and attitudes towards
the diversity of English. This research will be conducted from 2024 May to 2025 March. The participants include
four high school students in the school where the project will be conducted. Topics covered in the project will
include the introduction of WE, ELF, and EIL concepts, along with discussions on English language varieties

and language-related issues in intercultural communication. To examine how the project will influence the




students’ awareness and attitudes towards the pluralistic nature of the English language, the following
research questions are addressed: 1. What are the Japanese students’ attitudes towards the diversity of
English before joining the project? 2. To what extent and in what ways will their attitudes towards English
language diversity change throughout the project? In order to reveal participants’ changes in their
understanding and attitudes towards the diversity of English, a questionnaire will be conducted before and
after the GELT project. Additionally, a semi-structured interview will be administrated to capture their
perceptions and changes in attitudes. Moreover, participants will maintain a weekly reflective journal during
the project, in which they will write about what they learn and think after each lesson. Qualitative content
analysis will be employed to analyze journal entries and interview transcripts, involving data coding,
segmenting, categorization and theme identification.




