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“English Language Teaching in the Age of AI: Redefining the Teacher’s Role”
(AL RIS BT 2 HGEHE — LT ORHN 2 HERT 2 (BENIKRD 5N 2 Hi el )
AIRF P RKR (LUER) - Kk AR CREHE RS
REE KA TE (B
FRE W T CRREAEEFERSSER) - il W CGr R ZERERH#R)
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As generative Al becomes an increasingly common part of daily life, English language
teaching must reconsider the role of the teacher. This symposium examines what professional
expertise remains essential, what needs to be updated, and how English teachers can respond
to classrooms in which Al use is becoming normalized.

We argue that the teacher’s core role remains unchanged in many respects. Teachers still need
to observe individual learners closely, understand their needs, and provide appropriate
scaffolding. At the same time, learners need a basic level of English proficiency to evaluate Al-
generated output and determine whether it reflects their intentions. For this reason,
developing students’ underlying English ability, especially in the early stages of learning,
becomes even more important in the age of Al

Al can also extend the work of effective teachers. Teachers who are already skilled in
designing instruction and supporting learners can use AI to make their teaching more
purposeful, efficient, and responsive. In this sense, Al does not replace good teaching; rather,
it can strengthen it when used with clear pedagogical goals.

The teacher’s role as a facilitator is also becoming more important. Teachers need to model
how AT can be used, what risks should be considered, and how learners can refine prompts
and critically interpret Al-generated output. When feedback is delegated entirely to Al,
important learning opportunities may be lost. This makes it necessary to guide not only
learning outcomes but also learning processes.

This symposium presents classroom-based reports from two secondary school teachers in
Nara Prefecture, one from a junior high school and one from a senior high school, and
considers the forms of teacher expertise that are becoming more important in the age of Al

FRE s TH (GRENEESFEPRRF AR
Using Al in Kashihara Senior High School English Teaching

This presentation outlines an initiative at Nara Prefectural Kashihara High School. We used
the AI app "GELP (Benesse Corporation)" in English classes for second- and third-year
students. The aim is to clarify the division of roles between the AI and the teacher in order to
enhance the effectiveness of instruction.

Division of Roles and Effects: In reading aloud, speaking, and writing activities, the Al
handled detailed corrections of pronunciation and grammar (linguistic aspects). Although
there are plenty of opportunities to speak English in regular classes, many students still feel



nervous when they speak English. However, when using Al, their anxiety and nervousness
were significantly reduced. Also, teachers were able to focus on students’ common linguistic
errors and provide essential instruction regarding “content” based on the AI’s data.

Challenges and Future Prospects: In the case of using GELP, while Al excels at identifying
minor errors, it cannot explain the reasons behind its corrections or evaluate content, so
teachers’ direct instruction becomes more important in class. Additionally, we found that it
would be difficult to actually use AI for grading, because the scoring is likely to vary
depending on the location and network conditions.

In the future, it is expected that AI will be utilized not only for preparatory work but also as a
spontaneous English conversation partner. It is believed that instruction can be designed to
emphasize conveying what students actually wants to say. Furthermore, students will likely
gain a greater sense of having improved their speaking skills.

FEFRAE it W GR R

Using Al to Increase Students’ Speaking Opportunities and Confidence

In many junior high school English classrooms, students do not have enough time to speak
English actively. Some students also feel anxious about making mistakes, especially when
they speak in front of their classmates. This presentation reports on a classroom practice that
uses Al to increase students’ speaking opportunities and help them build confidence.

The practice is based on a simple “sandwich” model. First, students use Al for about ten
minutes as a warm-up activity. They practice target expressions in a low-pressure
environment and receive immediate feedback. Through repeated practice and small
successes, they gradually become more confident. Next, students move on to human-to-
human communication, including online conversation activities. In this way, Al practice
works as preparation for real communication, not as a replacement for it. Students’ weekly
practice records are also displayed in the hallway to encourage motivation and friendly
competition.

The practice has brought several positive changes. Some students report that they feel less
nervous when practicing with Al than when speaking with classmates. Reserved students
have become more willing to speak, and hesitation has decreased in human communication
activities. Al practice also seems to reduce students’ cognitive load, allowing them to focus
more on communication.

Finally, this presentation discusses future challenges, including how to develop students’ Al
literacy and how teachers can design learning that connects AI practice with meaningful
human interaction.
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Al-Based Speaking Assessment of a Short-Term Study Abroad Program
Urano Ken (Hokkai-Gakuen University)

As part of a broader project examining the impact of a short-term overseas program, this
study focused on spoken English performance measured by an Al-based speaking test. A
study-abroad group (n=12) and a comparison group (n=9) completed pre- and post-tests
assessing five components. Both groups improved, but did not differ clearly in their rate of
improvement. Notably, among the components, fluency gains were observed only in the
study-abroad group, suggesting that overseas experience may selectively benefit spoken
communicative performance.
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Applying Visual Thinking Strategies in English Classes: Pedagogical Considerations for Al
Integration
JR G (REHL—SR&EFER - B

This presentation reports on classroom practices that applied Visual Thinking Strategies
(VTS) in junior high English classes and includes a workshop to demonstrate key procedures.
It also introduces a case study showing how VTS was integrated into a performance test for
second-year students to support their expressive skills. The session concludes with a
discussion on future possibilities for incorporating generative Al into VTS-based language
activities and exploring how such tools might enhance students’ engagement and learning.
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Exploring the Challenges of Enhancing Willingness to Communicate: A Study of the
Kotteri Course of the TANABU Model

Re R (BRIESFHMER)
This study examines changes in senior high school students’ willingness to communicate
(WTC) following lessons based on the Kotteri course of the TANABU model. A pre-post
questionnaire was administered to measure WTC. The results showed no significant changes.
The findings suggest limitations of the Kotteri course in promoting interactive
communication and learners’ confidence. Implications for improving classroom practice to
enhance WTC are discussed.
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How Do Learners Resolve Communication Difficulties? -Focus on Communication
Strategies-

mE I (BERRY)
In the Japanese EFL context, learners are expected to use English by drawing on the linguistic
resources available to them during speaking tasks. This study attempts to identify the
communication difficulties learners face and to examine how they deal with them during
learner-learner conversations, with special attention paid to negotiation for meaning, which
is necessary for successful communication. The results demonstrated that learners used
various techniques, such as avoiding unfamiliar topics and asking questions, to continue
conversations.
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Using Case Studies to Consider the Concept of Teacher Well-Being with Pre-service
Teachers

Hall James C&EFK)

Many English teachers in Japan enter the profession with lofty ambitions to deliver lessons
rich in communication and to make their subject appealing. While researching how the
teaching philosophies of former pre-service teachers changed after joining the profession, I
learned that some were in circumstances so dire that their philosophies became obsolete. In
this presentation, I give a mock lesson using case studies designed to help student-teachers
consider how to maintain their well-being after beginning their careers.
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Teaching Narrative Reading Through a Dramatic Approach for 12th Graders: The
Application and Students’ Perceptions of Role-Playing
Wada Toshihiko (B B2 Bl A @A 450D

This presentation explores role-playing in 12th-grade seminar classes preparing for university

entrance examinations. It addresses two questions: how teachers without acting experience

can facilitate role-playing, and whether students struggling with narratives find the activity

beneficial. In reading a story, I had students read in groups and take on different characters. I

argue that teachers can successfully facilitate this by implementing a simplified version.

Additionally, post-questionnaire results indicate that this approach helps students gain a

deeper understanding of the text.
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The Effects of Running Dictation to Improve the Listening Skills of Japanese University
EFL Learners

Al m (BRI AR ERE)
This study aimed to examine whether Running Dictation improves the listening skills of
Japanese university EFL learners. A total of 52 second-year students were divided into a
treatment group (n=24) and a control group (n=28). The treatment group completed Running
Dictation activities five times, while the control group completed listening comprehension
tasks. Pre- and post-tests based on Eiken Grade 2 listening tests were administered. Results
showed significant improvement only in the treatment group, suggesting Running Dictation
effectively improves listening skills.

AmMZesE B8%E (2058%) 1HH® (15:50~16:20)
NBEEEAB L UOBAEGEEEST 4 77— aYyB VRSV DR ba7y FUNHICE 2 288
L P (B B AR b ZeRHE LR RRE K2Ebid)

RFZEE, HARNERELISEEZ RIS, NEES &K OEEEICESEZ Y TRT 77— a3y b L—

=V OMBERE L, 212 0FEORER, mMEHITVWITADHEREL D 74 77— a VEHED
AL (p<.001) . BHHEGEEREE OWEDS R I NIz — 77, TR Y A= FEAICITE

DROLNT, BHERmOM EOEREEL &) 2= 7RO m FIi2idn$ U EsS L WalEE

MR X Tz,

12



HEWFEER H8=E (2058=) 1HH® (16:30~17:00)

CEFR-CV /) Tz D X 51320507

Bt s (REFIRIEEERKRY)
CEFR-CV (Council of Europe, 2020) TKAIEIZHEER X7z T/ (mediation) | A 73V —I&,
FRARA & BRI A 220082 LTHH (North and Piccardo, 2016) . 7HFIv 7757
RT4 v ZHEDENDERICE T 2 A[REMEAE W, BHEEBROBERIEBICIEZ 2D HADEN
ST (MK, 2024) . RS TIZCEFR-CV Miffr) #EEOMERINE RE2 HADOEEIREITIH S L 5%
BL, EROTICH L S22 TV AHERER CEZ - Hll - RBD oo —Be 35,

HHEPIZEHE H8=E (205#%) 1HH® (17:10~17:40)
M Xk 2 BRI AD CEFR A2 LXOVO HARANRFZEDFIEFLE LV — 7125 2 5 B DOME!
IR B A (BMNKF)
AWFFEIZ. CEFROA2L M H 3 HARAKRFA1134 2 /RIS, HEHC X 2 BRI AL S 855
YY) —7 ORI T E L ERBIRSHIUECMEE L 72, WendenD#EEH L —=V 7 %F
Va— VR L6 OFRZENN AR FEIE L MR, BNk MEREAE#ENE ¢ TS5
BOMWE] O2RFICBWT—EDENRD SNz BRI TIE. MABHICBWTOA [SREHEME]
¢ MEERE) T2 - EAPRONZEHAND D, R OEKIN AT HIRFEED
BV — IR IND B T BRI NI,

HEFER B9%E (2068%) 1HHO (15:10~15:40)
EMPRRALEDOIGFE= — X e HRERANE — ZMRAICH T 2 HEHFUEANDRIR —

iR e (il EEMIRT)
RFERIZ. EMBRRPENIGEZ ED XS ITHREEFTHR L TWa 0%z, HHHEZ b 1T, #FHED
DEMERRE, SeEEE U7 B EAHl, EFRERE, FEROBHEROFEZMS 21T 5 ez H L
5, HOETHHLABZI L, ZWEINCER L SN HRGE=— X ORHEZR L £ T, Fk
DEAEN e DBRERE L. ZMRFAICEBT 2 RGEHABFLENDTRRER S,

HEpFEsER W% 2068%) 1HH® (15:50~16:20)
DEIACR, B, =27 =9 X ¥+ OBEE— AT R W7 T e —F —

Ro BE GERBE RS
ARIFZLODEFOR DB D 1 OEAMEZEN LTI 27— I X v M RIZ T2 B0 ciEt
LU7zo BRI DDEAGRIEE >NRENE O T >0 5 =IO X v b & DLEACKIE S~ H)
W Tt 222 =X b OlT a2 %20 Lz, ZOfR, DENHORTTRIZNFEEKD
TN LTy sy =YXy IANIEDOHE ., DIEHORIAFEZESKZ ML T A7 —I A b
NERREZEENET I ehREN T

13



FIlZEsE®R Ho% (2068%) 1HH® (16:30~17:00)
PIREE 2 R e LSRR EEE MO EEMZE | SIPA OB E

BEE & (METRY)
ARFFNIHI L NNV DKREEDPHEEEANOEGURZ IS 5 2 & 2 IS, 2iH3HO T3EEATE) T,
7 — L2EDENI0DHFETEEN SN L 6% DG E 21T > 720 MR DT > — b G A >~
KB 2 —"T, EEERIHT 2 FHIFEIE4.968 GRGERD) « TREER T TR ISR T8 &8
WSS L, 2EPROEBICSM LIz EEE L, HERMRCEHNEZRBN L, AREROH
il & 5 R DHGFEIEEIC DR IT 720,
HBFEsER HoxE 20681%) 1HH® (17:10~17:40)
FEXEART VT4 7 OB BROT — X EHE L UET IMHERRETVOEE—

ks B2 (BRKY)

ST SE (FER)

AFERTIE SEICOLD B T8 DFERIHED R EEB L UHRIARIHLDR T V7« 7IEH)
DEFEN 1T e BROFICBEL T, BEMFETORERMR 2 MET 2, #ANTIX, Clary et al
(1998) DARZ ¥ 74 THMEEREZ V., HINZEFEEEL, Y2 a—THohkF 7747
T EATo e MUHEIRETL H2EE LN, SNEREAEICBY 2 HENRE RS 2 SO E
RRETNVEEET 2,

HHFZEsE#R 9510% (208%=) 1HHO® (15:10~15:40)

HADG LE 2 B & L7 ERGEAE OFRE — /vy = —HELEKE E O T A EH - [F
R RZROMER Y 7 —F—

i fAc T ORBREERS)

I =a—n CREREERT)
ARG X, REERE TR EANCAIE L. B ERE (LK20) T LABZEMR T2 /1T = —
DOHEFEZERKRE & . AAOERAI X 2 B L7208 UL EEHEEE ORE2 RS 5, A7n 2
7 MITGEE T AHIE, VBRI X 2 0THIZE, ZoomIZ & % [FAHIRLER D = EiEE TR L
7eo HEDULZ EARRNCHEE L. EEZBX TR 2 ERS 7oL 2, W70 LRz RD, 2
0— LB e E S RET Ve LTORMEZREL .

HHWFZEsE#R  #510% (2088=) 1HH® (15:50~16:20)
ZHRGEFEL—Y DT EB Db e XA B NMOER —EIRICE T 22 LB OHEEIZ AT T

I HE (& ILERY)
KEOHRBEFRCHZRLTWS THEET - 1) TEERHERE oRZECBWT, ZXXUBEDO 71
7o NEEML. SNFEOZ LA T 2EHE - BENHEED L ERL > TW5, it
EPEMEI BT han, ik TE v RHEL, KbWwh S RENKRD NS, RECSML:
HEDEEY)IL I aY LENRS, SHROZEMEEBEDOD 2REHEHE > TV E W,

14



HHEWFZEER H510% (2088=%=) 1HH® (16:30~17:00)
HAEES Y PV -2 DIEREEE - R bofiphzial s @ BUE L Fl# OB T

WA K (FVT4vyaany 7 K¥EEEY 7 7 ¥ —HE VSR L)
Kinginger (2009)EDEZEMFICBNTHR S Yy PV — I BEHZHED TV S (Kennedy Terry &
Bayley, 2024), L% UBEFIFZEISHE BRI ZHAL L., 20BREZHIRILLEBTH 3, R
Sratt 2L OEED & AKROEHIE Y T 1 275 LTSN L 5 644 % 05 RRSE I G
FKxAT o720 MABRMIEAEOHRLERICD 726 T RE e K O ZEL 2,

AHpIFEER  B10=E (2088=) 1HH® (17:10~17:40)
ZRRIGIGEAMD VY R = > R ENIh#E3EA I T E S 7= 55 Dh

B 2 (R ILEEE )

eI FEEh  (FAIRRE)

ARHFFEE, DIZHARBHELE (16144) ICHEM L 72 RGEE (X4, 757V RARY) DYV A=Y
ZmiEEN, EEOTRGEBIC KT T B2 NEALY 2, ARDOBHHIARDY 7L 7 ary— ek
FENTOLEREIUNDA Y ZE 2 — 2 ZNENFRET XA MO, BLET -~ &eiTo7%, o
FiR. SRR IERCHEZ RS — T, 2o 2L T 2k b A ohiz, SHROERSEER D
EEBGINDRR S - THRE T %,

HEpFEsRER H1E (2098%) 1HHO® (15:10~15:40)

The Relationship Between L1 and L2 Irony Comprehension Among Japanese University
EFL Learners

P EISE (FRIZEBERERAGE)
FRH B (ERZEBERS)
This study examined the relationship between L1 and 1.2 irony comprehension in 32 first-year
university students. Participants completed Japanese and English versions of an irony test.
Accuracy differed between languages only for ironic items, not for literal ones. Responses in
Japanese were approximately twice as fast in both conditions. Moderately strong correlations
for negative irony were found across languages in both accuracy and reaction time,
suggesting similar processing with greater efficiency in the first language.
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Taboos and Incarnations in Folktales: A Plurilingual CLIL Approach to Emergent
Language

AR HiEtF (MREFRE)

The authors developed speaking tasks involving AI based on plurilingual CLIL which may

promote learners’ emergent language (EL). In the lesson Taboos and Incarnations in Folktales,

students in Taiwan, Japan, and Canada (N = 110 in total) wrote original epilogues using target

grammatical structures such as must and have to while engaging with rediscovering the plot

through meaning-making processes. Analysis using Guiraud's Index showed higher lexical

complexity than expected given their years of study. Plurilingual CLIL may potentially trigger

EL.
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“Exploring English Practice in Elementary Schools”
UNFALFFEIC BT B PracticedH Y HEEZ D)
REE oK B (B AR
FERE B R GEEHT SRR/ NERD - 8 8 CREMZR AR /NERD

It has been about six years since the introduction of English as a formal subject for upper-
grade students in Japanese elementary schools in 2020. According to the Course of Study, the
aim is to develop students’ basic English skills through language activities. As a result,
classroom instruction has tended to focus on such activities. However, practice in addition to
these activities is equally important.

Language activities and practice should not be seen as opposing elements, but rather as
part of a continuum, where practice provides a foundation for successful participation in
language activities. In this study, practice refers to learning activities that support and
prepare students for effective participation in language activities.

This session focuses on practice and explores what kinds of practice are possible to help
students achieve specific language activities in elementary school English classrooms. The
coordinator will explain the role of practice from both theoretical and practical perspectives.
Two elementary school teachers will present concrete examples of how they design and carry
out practice activities leading to language use. Through these presentations, we aim to
reconsider the role of practice in relation to language activities.

Presentationl

Title : Why Practice Matters: Supporting Language Activities in Elementary English
Education

Presenter : Yonezaki Michi (Kwansei Gakuin University)

In elementary school English classrooms, students are often able to use the words and
phrases they have learned during class; however, they may forget them over time or struggle
to use them appropriately in different situations and contexts. These challenges suggest that
participation in language activities alone may not be sufficient for sustained language
development.

To transform declarative knowledge (what is understood) into procedural knowledge (the
ability to use it), repetition alone is insufficient. Rather, learners need opportunities to
practice using language in varied contexts and to deliberately apply what they have learned
across different experiences (Ito, 2014; Sato & Kasahara, 2022). In this regard, DeKeyser (2007)
emphasizes that focused and meaningful practice is essential for the proceduralization and
eventual automatization of language skills.

From this perspective, this presentation examines the role of practice in supporting
language activities and addresses the challenge of helping students retain and use what they
have learned within limited classroom time.
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Presentation 2
Title : Designing Step-by-Step Practice Toward Language Activities
Presenter : Shimada Koji (Tkaruga Manipulatory Elementary School)

Some of the presenter’s students were not confident in English, and others felt overwhelmed
by the large number of words and expressions required for the language activities. In this
context, the presenter aimed to help students engage in the language activities with greater
confidence.

To achieve this goal, step-by-step practice was designed and implemented prior to language
activities so that students could gradually build confidence in speaking English. In Practice 1,
students learned vocabulary and expressions using a variety of tools such as flashcards and
online word practice sites created by the presenter. In Practice 2, students engaged in pair
practice with multiple partners, repeating the activity several times. Whenever they
encountered difficulties, they returned to Practice 1 for further reinforcement. In Practice 3,
each student interacted individually with a teacher (JET or ALT). First, students delivered a
prepared speech and then responded to the teacher’s questions. If they found it difficult, they
returned to Practice 1 or 2 for further reinforcement. This Q&A session with a teacher allowed
students to practice spontaneous responses in a more authentic communicative setting.

Through these scaffolded practices, students were able to deliver presentations in front of
the class and participate in online exchanges with students from other schools.

Presentation 3
Title : Practices Based on Reading Aloud
Presenter : Fukui Aya (Nara Manipulatory Fushimi Minami Elementary School)

Some graduates reported that they found it difficult to read English words after entering
junior high school, as the relationship between spelling and sound is not always consistent.
Therefore, the presenter recognized the need to help students develop the ability to read
aloud English words, at least those included in the elementary school textbook. This
presentation introduces a variety of practices based on reading aloud.

Students first read aloud target sentences listed at the end of the textbook, repeating after the
teacher as a whole class. They then practiced reading the sentences individually or in pairs to
check their understanding, followed by another round of choral reading. Next, the teacher
randomly called on students to read the sentences aloud. The teacher then changed the
sentences into questions and asked students to repeat the model answers. After that, students
gradually responded using their own information. Finally, students engaged in pair work,
asking and answering the questions with each other.

This process continued until each student was able to read the sentences aloud and answer
the questions confidently. Although oral reading practice may appear mechanical, it plays a
fundamental role in helping students internalize words and expressions. For example, during
a face-to-face interview test, students were able to use the words and expressions they had
practiced through oral reading. In this sense, reading aloud plays an important role in
developing students' basic English skills.
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“Insights from the International Baccalaureate: Implications for General English
Education”
(IB (EEATBLT) OMA | — IR TOREHE NDRE)
REHE | AGE AR (LT RS
FERFE IR Bt (R RIRZEPBRRZER - SFEERD - HERTY GRBORFM B A0

This symposium examines how insights from the International Baccalaureate (IB) can inform
and improve English language education in mainstream Japanese schools. Drawing on
perspectives from higher / secondary education level, teacher training, and public-school
practice, the three presentations explore the potential and challenges of adapting IB teaching
approaches—including inquiry-based learning, concept-based questioning, backward design,
and Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills—for general EFL contexts. The suggestion from
Akatsuka examines core IB features—three-tiered questioning and concept-based inquiry
drawn from A. Peterson and L.Erickson—and identifies three barriers to applying them into
Japanese EFL contexts: the integrated nature of IB programmes, the CEFR gap, and learner
resistance to critical thinking. It proposes two strategies: structured response practice in
groups of three, and the use of L. Erickson's three-question framework in unit planning. The
second presentation by Kai reflects on learning experiences in an IB educator programme,
focusing on its emphasis on student-led learning, building pedagogical identity through
school observation, and experiencing the IB learning process firsthand. It explores how
backward design and rubric-based assessment can be applied to EFL instruction, while noting
the challenge of creating rubrics that are clear and useful for all students. The third
presentation by Hagiwara reports on classroom practice in a Japanese public junior high
school, showing how inquiry-based learning and ATL skills from the IB Middle Years
Programme (MYP) can be used in English classes within the requirements of the national
Course of Study and authorized textbooks. Practical examples highlight both the possibilities
and challenges of bringing IB-based learning into public education.

Presentation 1

Title : IB Diploma Programme Pedagogy for Japanese EFL Classrooms: Concept-Based
Inquiry and Three-Tiered Questioning

Presenter : Yuya Akatsuka (Sagami Women'’s University)

This presentation explores how EFL teachers in Japan might draw on insights from the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) to enrich their classroom practice.
The first part clarifies a common misconception: the IB Programme is not primarily an
English programme. It functions as a form of English-Medium Instruction in which language
serves as a vehicle for developing critical thinking. Drawing on Alec Peterson's founding
philosophy and Lynn Erickson's concept-based inquiry framework, the presentation identifies
the core pedagogical features of the DP: three-tiered questioning (factual, conceptual, and
debatable), constructivist learning design, and essential questions as the unit's generative
engine. The second part identifies three reasons why direct transplantation to Japanese EFL
contexts is not straightforward. First, the IB operates as an integrated package programme,
making it difficult to extract individual elements in isolation. Second, there is a CEFR gap
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between DP Language B benchmarks and the proficiency of most mainstream Japanese EFL
learners. Third, Japanese EFL learners tend to exhibit resistance to critical thinking activities
when insufficient scaffolding is provided. The presentation proposes two key pedagogical
adaptations. The first is structured response practice in groups of three, designed to reduce
speaking anxiety and build a solid foundation for dialogic engagement. The second is the
integration of Erickson's three-question framework into unit planning: EFL teachers begin by
identifying an essential question, then build factual, conceptual, and debatable questions as
steppingstones, gradually shifting the responsibility for inquiry from the teacher to the
learner.

Presentation 2
Title : Bridging the gap between the IB approach and the Japanese EFL teaching
Presenter : Ayano Kai (University of Tsukuba Junior High School)

In this presentation, the presenter reflects on learning experiences within the IB educator
program. It also outlines the distinct pedagogical approach of the IB learning style and
explores how they can be integrated into EFL instruction in Japan based on practical
experience as a part-time teacher of the presenter. First, compared to undergraduate teacher
training courses, the IB educator program is distinctly characterized by “student-led
learning”, “gaining pedagogical identity through school observation”, and “experiencing the IB
learning process firsthand”. Second, the IB learning style focuses on learners' deep
understanding. One method used to foster this deep understanding in IB is “Backward
Design” advocated by Wiggins and Mc Tighe. We first set the competencies and goals we want
learners to acquire and then work backward to develop the assessments and lesson plans
needed to measure those competencies. This approach differs from traditional education,
which often prioritizes the content to be taught, by structuring lessons on a competency-
based foundation. Furthermore, the IB learning philosophy to foster deep understanding is
also reflected in assessment methods, placing greater emphasis on designing meaningful
tasks that measure higher-order thinking skills rather than easily quantifiable examinations.
Additionally, the assessment process employs rubrics, creating a framework in which learners
can clearly understand the expected level of achievement by being aware of the evaluation
criteria in advance. Finally, the presentation discusses how we can apply these IB methods.
While it is possible to design performance assessments using backward design, the difficulty
of designing appropriate rubrics that are clear and accessible to all students remains a
challenge for future practice.

Presentation 3

Title : Inquiry-Based Learning and ATL Skills in MYP Language Acquisition Classes:
Implications for Japanese EFL Classrooms

Presenter : Kosuke Hagihara (Nara Prefectural Kokusai Junior and Senior High School)

This practice-based report explores how Language Acquisition classes can be organized in a
Japanese public junior high school based on the concepts of the International Baccalaureate
(IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP). In particular, this presentation focuses on the
incorporation of inquiry-based learning and Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills into daily
classroom practices. One of the key features of the IB programme is teaching and learning

24



through inquiry. In Japan, however, teachers are required to use authorized textbooks and
follow the national Course of Study. Within this framework, inquiry-based activities are
integrated into each unit. Students are encouraged to explore topics based on their curiosity
and demonstrate their learning through various forms of output activities. In IB programmes,
including the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the Diploma Programme (DP), learning
"how to learn" is considered essential. In the MYP, ATL skills are regarded as one of the core
components that helps students become confident, independent, and self-managed learners.
In this practice, specific ATL skills are selected according to lesson objectives and explicitly
shared with students. During classroom activities, students are encouraged to consciously
apply these skills and reflect on how they used them in their learning process. This
presentation will introduce practical examples of inquiry-based activities and the use of ATL
skills in English classes while discussing the possibilities and challenges of implementing IB-
oriented learning in Japanese public education contexts.

7% —20803 (V—2av?) @I0IHZE GE#H1EM - 14:20~15:20)

“Fun and Easy Vocabulary Instruction in Class: Considering the Four Strands”
(HETHRLUSERICTZ 2RIEE—4ADREZ XD EDES)
afM AT ZE (LiRESE RY)
Kiwamu Kasahara (Hokkaido University of Education)

Compared with grammar instruction, vocabulary instruction in the classroom has not yet
been well organized, largely due to the overwhelming number of lexical items to address and
the lack of shared expertise. This workshop aims to introduce fun, easy, and sustainable
vocabulary learning activities based on the framework of the four strands (Nation, 2007). The
four strands consist of meaning-focused input, meaning-focused output, language-focused
learning, and fluency development. Combining these strands with key principles of
vocabulary instruction—such as the high-frequency words principle, the spaced repetition
principle, and the retrieval practice principle—can be essential for promoting effective
vocabulary instruction in the classroom.

To enhance meaning-focused input, oral interaction can be used to introduce new lexical
items. Oral vocabulary quizzes can help learners develop a deeper understanding of target
words. To promote meaning-focused output, activities such as guessing a story from keywords
and retelling it using those keywords provide valuable opportunities for meaningful language
use. Language-focused learning offers opportunities for form-meaning mapping; several
paired-word activities using vocabulary lists will be demonstrated. In addition, encouraging
learners to identify useful multi-word expressions on their own can raise their awareness of
formulaic language. To develop fluency in using learned vocabulary, activities that
incorporate time pressure are effective.

Striking a balance among the four strands, while incorporating key vocabulary instruction
principles, can enhance learners’ vocabulary knowledge. Participants’ own ideas and
classroom practices are also welcome. Let us explore more effective vocabulary instruction
together.
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From Decontextualized to Contexualized Vocabulary Testing: Improving School Exams in
Secondary Education Context
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This study evaluates vocabulary test items used in secondary school English exams through
Brown and Abeywickrama’s framework for effective test design. Four multiple-choice
vocabulary exams administered to approximately 210 students were analyzed in terms of
reliability, validity, authenticity, and washback. The findings revealed acceptable reliability
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Effective Instruction of Alphabet Acquisition in Upper Elementary School Grades: -A
Closer Look at “Enjoyment” and “Sense of Achievement” in Elementary School Learners-
i X (RELAFRY ARSUERAEREEDIZER BEREERE NSRS ER)
HTH B— (REHABERF)
This study examines effective instructional practices for alphabet acquisition in upper
elementary school English education, based on error analysis of learners’ writing.

We designed and implemented three instructional approaches: activities to enhance
phonological awareness, writing practice focused on difficult letters, and activities to support
distinguishing letter forms. The results showed a certain reduction in errors, suggesting
improved writing accuracy. However, questionnaire responses revealed a gap between
enjoyable and effective practices, raising the question of which practices best support
children’s learning.
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Enhancing Awareness of Global Englishes through GELT Pedagogy: A Case Study of
Japanese Junior High School Students

BT ORBUFALKERE R AL - @A)
This presentation outlines my research plan for a GELT-based practice study with 7th-grade
students. The research questions are as follows: (1) How do junior high school students
perceive English diversity before taking GELT-based lessons? and (2) How do their views on
English diversity change through GELT practice? The lessons will be conducted over one
semester. A mixed-methods approach will be employed for data collection, using pre- and
post-questionnaires for quantitative data and reflection sheets for qualitative data.

U—r4ry7arVA 4% (308%=E) 2HH® (10:10~10:40)

Exploring Japanese High School Students’ Self-Efficacy Beliefs in English Interaction
through Memo-Based Speaking Activities

I w8 CGRRESHRIEFER)
This study explores how memo-based speaking activities influence high school students’ self-
efficacy beliefs (Bandura, 1977) in interacting with foreigners in English. A qualitative
approach will be employed to analyze changes in self-efficacy. Participants will be selected
based on paired t-test results. It is expected that memo-based activities enhance self-efficacy
and that the four sources of self-efficacy will be reflected in learners’ narratives. The study
aims to contribute to understanding how speaking skills can be facilitated in the Japanese
EFL context.
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