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In the classroom, teachers’ conflicting gestures—those gestures lacking in harmony with their accompanying speech—
may be especially troublesome to second language learners who must expend much energy decoding the incoming
language input. How often this occurs as well as how conflicting gestures are perceived by learners is an area that has
been under-researched. In response to this lacuna, this study examined the instances of conflicting gestures performed by
two EFL (English as a Foreign Language) teachers in Japan, and analyzed them from three different angles. Study 1
investigated how frequently conflicting gestures occur in real classrooms. In Study 2, among those conflicting gestures,
two cases of deictic gestures were extracted from each of the two teachers in the study, with the intent of explaining why
and how these gestures resulted in conflict with what was being said. Finally, in Study 3, the extent of learners abilities to
notice the four deictic gestures in question was explored. The summary of our findings is that (a) conflicting gestures
quite rarely occur in EFL classrooms, (b) deictic gestures that are conflicting to learners (receivers) may not be
conflicting for teachers (performers), and (c) learners have difficulty identifying and explaining conflicting deictic

gestures.
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This study reports on the results of conducting classes in English in junior high and high school English instructors in
Japan. Teachers need to focus on ‘in-depth study by thinking for themselves through discussion” (MEXT). Therefore,
English instructors must build classes where experiential learning takes place. We recorded two types of classes and
transcribed the utterances in each class, and compared these two classes. The Japanese English teacher produced 1,220
tokens in the English-centered class (ECC). In contrast, the teacher produced 1,534 word-tokens in the mixed language
class (MLC). The instructor used over 1,000 words in both classes. However, the instructor utterances used different
subject types in the teacher talk depending on the target language use. We observed discrepancy between the ECC and
the MLC. The instructor tended to use the pronoun I or we in the ECC while the instructor tended to use you, somebody,
and everyone as the utterance subjects. We hypothesized that Japanese English teachers prefer communicating with
students in Japanese as L1 to English as L2 in teaching grammar. The L2-centered instructor speech may enable L2 class
as the MEXT proposes. English teachers need to create a device to encourage students to talk actively. Teachers must be
trained not only teaching skills but English communication skills to realize ‘in depth’ learning induced by discussion.

They must also consider some students cannot understand what the teacher says in English classes. Using L1 when

necessary, sometimes makes the English classes more understandable.
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Reading is often regarded as one of the most important language skills in an EFL context and it is frequently pointed out
that extensive reading should be incorporated into the curriculum and integrated with other classroom-based activities.
The purpose of this research is to investigate whether extensive reading plus output activities can better facilitate
participants’ reading comprehension and reading fluency than traditional grammar-translation methods plus intensive
reading. It also attempts to reveal how many words need to be read to make a noticeable difference, as well as to
prescribe a possible instructional model for Japanese EFL classrooms. The participants of this research were 87 first-year
female college students from the faculty of Economics (non-English majors). The course was almost two semesters long
and the GTEC Academic test was used to assess reading comprehension. Reading rate tests were conducted for assessing
reading rates. Questionnaires were also conducted to investigate the total study time. The number of words the students in
the extensive reading group read were counted by the M-Reader system. The results suggest that learners should read at
least 50,000 words in order to be as effective as they could be through conventional teaching methodologies and reading
fluency can be improved, regardless of the form of instruction or the total amount of words read. Appropriate

intervention such as extensive reading can be important to sustain students’ incentive to learn English.
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Recent studies have found that learners who took cumulative tests on both recently and previously
learned items retained them better than those who took non-cumulative tests. The purpose of this
study was to apply cumulative testing to L2 vocabulary instruction (ACT: applied cumulative tests).
In Week 1, Japanese university freshmen took a pretest that included 50 target words. Then they
were given a word list that contained 50 English and Japanese word pairs and were asked to
remember as many words as possible outside classroom hours. In Week 2, they took a quiz that
included 10 words chosen randomly from all the words. These small tests continued for five
consecutive weeks (Week 2 to 6). In Week 7, they took a posttest that included all 50 words. Results
were significant: an increase in the total amount of study time and in the number of times a certain
word appeared in small quizzes was directly proportional to an increase posttest scores. It was also
indicated that having a run of higher scores in the small tests decreased participants’ study time, but

ACT benefited from the spacing effect. This study discusses how English teachers can apply the

results to L2 vocabulary instruction.
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of providing model speeches to L2
learners after they had performed a speech themselves, and giving them an opportunity to compare
and make notes of what they noticed during the comparison in the form of written languaging.
Japanese EFL learners (N = 10) first performed a picture prompt speaking task. Then, they listened
to a model speech and took notes on what they noticed. They were then told to do the same speaking
task twice, immediately and one week later. The descriptions of written languaging were considered
as a sign of noticing and were analyzed. In addition, the speaking performances before, immediately
after, and one week after the intervention were analyzed in terms of accuracy and fluency. The
results showed that learners noticed lexical items the most, but some noticed grammatical aspects of
the model speech. In terms of product change, accuracy and fluency improved significantly after the
model speech intervention. Although the number of participants was insufficient to derive robust
results, this study showed the potential of giving a model speech and written languaging in
enhancing learners’ noticing of language and development of speaking performance, which had been
found in the written modality (Hanaoka, 2007). Pedagogically, the results of this research suggest
using a model speech and written languaging in place of (or in conjunction with) recasting or other

feedback methods in the instruction of speaking tasks.
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This study aims to explore how ALTs enhance professional development through enacting teacher
agency within a school-based teacher education program in a local context in Japan. The school-
based teacher education program adopts collaborative reflection-oriented inquiry approach. Three
ALTs are enrolled as formal graduate students in the program. In parallel with the program
curriculum, the university faculty supports ALTs and their schools by regularly participating in their
school-based lesson study meetings and teachers’ research meetings. Seeking for a new approach to
integrate research and practice, the program aims to help ALTs to enhance professionalism and
practical competence. It is argued that in attempting to theorize daily practices through longitudinal
and collaborative reflection, ALTs’ professional development could be demonstrated by enacting
teacher agency. By analyzing their monthly reflective writings, this paper explores how three ALTs
at different school levels enacted agency to enhance their professional development through a

longitudinal process of reflective practices. The findings show that institutional arrangements play a

significant and critical role in developing professionalism and enacting agency.
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The purpose of this research is to explore the effects of delivering two different kinds of feedback in
writing tasks, teacher feedback and feedback from automated writing evaluation system (AWE)
called Pigai to Chinese high school students. A pre-post experimental design with three groups was
adopted. Data were obtained through pre-test, post-test, weekly writing samples with attached
feedback from 51 first-year Chinese high school students and one English teacher. Group A
exclusively received feedback from their teacher; Group B received both teacher feedback and AWE
feedback; Group C students exclusively received AWE feedback. The quantitative data were
analyzed using the Kruskal-Wallis test. The finding revealed that there was a statistical difference
between Group B and Group C in terms of the number of prepositional errors between the pre-test
and post-test. Mainly, Group B’s average scores of three writings submitted during the experiment
given by both the teacher and Pigai are higher than other two groups. Nearly 65% of Group B
enhanced their writing fluency after the three-week experiment, while only around 30% of Group A
and C improved their writing fluency. It was concluded that the combination of two different
feedback somehow can increase students’ writing accuracy and fluency. It was also found by
comparing two different types of feedback that students’ writings were affected by the teacher’s
subjective impression of students’ handwriting. The teacher used coded annotations in order to
encourage students to self-correct. On the other hand, AWE feedback pointed out the exact

grammatical errors. In summary, the combination of teacher and AWE can be better able to provide

objective and comprehensive feedback to students and enhance students’ writing ability.
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Z A bv Japanese Junior High School Students’ Attitudes Towards Challenges in English: A
Perspective from the Self-Worth Theory
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Despite the extensive literature related to motivation, and lack thereof, seen in the Japanese EFL classroom,
very few studies have considered the reasons for Japanese students’ apparent lack of enthusiasm from the
perspective of the Self~-Worth Theory. In this study, I aim to help fill this gap, by investigating the drive behind
the way Japanese students of English react how they do when faced with challenging situations. In this
qualitative study, I investigated the attitudes of 383 Japanese junior high school students towards studying
English from the perspective of the Self-Worth Theory. Students were required to write three essays about how
they would react under hypothetical circumstances in which their feelings of self-worth might be threatened. The
contents of the students’ essays were analyzed and matched with quadrants of Covington’s (1992) Quadripolar
Model of Achievement Motivation. Overall, the results suggested that the adolescents appeared to show traits of
low defensive pessimism, high self-handicapping, and high helplessness, placing the students on the borderline
Self-protectors and the Failure Acceptors. Reasons for the findings and pedagogical implications will be

discussed.
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Personality is an influential characteristic affecting motivation in second language (L2) learning (Doérnyei &
Ryan, 2015). Previous studies (e.g., Ghapanchi et al., 2011) have identified relationships between the Big Five
personality traits (McCrae & Costa, 1985) and Dornyei’s (2005) L2 motivation self-system (L2 MSS). Extension
and reconceptualization of the L2 MSS has been argued widely in L2 motivation research (Csizér, 2019). In
addition to personality traits, psychological characteristics that may be associated with components of the L2
MSS are positive emotions (Teimouri, 2017) and persistence in L2 learning (Yun et al., 2018). Furthermore,
reconceptualization of the L2 MSS has been proposed using the framework of student engagement (Dérnyet,
2019). However, links between the L2 MSS and the above personality and motivational domains have not been
empirically validated. The purpose of this study was to explore these links to extend the L2 MSS and better
understand the motivation of Japanese EFL learners. For this purpose, we generated the following research
questions: RQ1) How are the Big Five personality traits of learners related to the components of L2 MSS and
positive emotions?; RQ2) Are the behavioral characteristics of learners distinguishable in terms of their intended
effort, persistence, and engagement with classroom work?; RQ3) How are the psychological domains of learners
explored in RQI related to the behavioral characteristics explored in RQ2? To address these RQs, we collected
data from university and high school students (N >150) using multi-item scales. The collected numerical data
were analyzed by exploratory factor analysis and correlation analysis.
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The aim of the study is to demonstrate that language use in English-medium instruction (EMI) classes is
diverse across course instructors from different disciplines. The MEXT has strongly promoted EMI courses at
universities with dual purposes: increasing scholarly mobility and improving domestic students’ English ability.
Although policy makers assume that students should gain English language proficiency along with content
knowledge, empirical studies do not fully support incidental language learning. More critically, no explicit policy
regarding language learning and use is stated in the EMI policy by the MEXT, which is likely to lead
practitioners’ idiosyncratic interpretation and implementation of EMI. Although this issue has been
problematized, the language use issue in EMI classes is underexplored. To further understand the issue, a small-
scale study was conducted with 19 faculty members from an English-taught program (ETP) at a national
university in Japan. The online survey with both closed- and open-ended questions was designed to explore their
language use when teaching their own courses. The results revealed that 1) faculty members have their own
language policy in terms of classroom activities and their own use of Japanese, which are not necessarily
justifiable based on previous studies; and 2) science faculty tend to use students’ L1 (i.e., Japanese) more
frequently than those from other disciplines in order to avoid serious accidents while engaging in laboratory
experiments. Finally, it is critical that universities implement a stronger language policy that is consistent with
the research. Also, clear guidelines for language use need to be provided while reflecting faculty members' input
from different disciplines.
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24 bv Extensive Reading, its Duration and Reading Volume

FERA Goto Takaaki

e Kyushu University of Nursing and Social Welfare
TTARNT T B

The purpose of this study is to focus on learners’ reading volume for some duration in extensive reading to
reveal whether there are significant differences among three types of readers: novice readers, experienced readers
and novice readers with experienced readers. Two research questions are as follows. Is there any difference in
reading volume between the same students in the first semester and the second semester? Is there any difference
in reading volume between the students who have experienced extensive reading and the students who start
extensive reading for the first time? From 2019 to 2020, extensive reading was implemented for university
students, 30 students in the first semester and 29 students in the second semester. They brought graded readers
from university libraries and read them in the classroom for the first 20 minutes of every 90-minute class. They
were also required to read them out of class. Only nine students continued extensive reading until the second
semester. As a result, unlike the previous research (Joichi, 2015), there was no significant difference in reading
volume between the same students in the two semester (T=17, p> .05). There was also no significant difference
in reading volume among three types of students (H(2)=2.73, p=.26). Despite these results, the questionnaire
survey revealed that experienced students in the class could facilitate novice students to read more. Future
research will be necessary to examine how experienced readers can best contribute to extensive reading class.
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OB EEMT, BEIIMWVIZEZ RN, BZEE L AL DRV O X LOREOIRE), EICET
HEIZR DL, WEIOFE TR A THILWRESIRIRENF N A TEIZE ZATHEEKRTT
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ZA hv Putting CEFR educational principles into practice through Action Research - The CARM
Model.
WERH Birch Gregory, 7K :#1-, Maria Gabriela Schmidt
T THRIEBERTE, RIORT, AARS:
TTARNTT R

This presentation reports on a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS / Kaken) sponsored project on
the CEFR and Action Research (AR). The project aims to facilitate numerous small-scale action research projects
related to foreign language teaching in Japan. Practitioners who were invited to participate in the project are
reflecting on and finding ways to improve their teaching practice using the CEFR as a reference and conceptual
tool, and are being provided with support and guidance to ensure that their research is conducted systematically
in relation to the AR literature and reflective of CEFR principles. The project proposes a CEFR-focused AR
model (CARM) based on a critical review of AR literature. The presentation will start with an introduction to the
current Kaken project, followed by a brief overview of action research, including an introduction to various AR
models, ranging from the traditional to the more recent. A model for AR that defines the research focus in
relation to the CEFR will then be proposed. The presentation will conclude with a discussion of how the viability

of this model will be examined over the final two years of the Kaken research project.
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ZA hv Do ELT textbooks provide the opportunities to practice pragmatic knowledge?
REH JIE T4
T WAALSEHG A T2 3 5 7L

TTAKNTT R

To develop learners' pragmatic competence in the target language is one of the most important goals of foreign
language education. The importance of practicing the pragmatic knowledge provided in ELT textbooks has been
emphasised and the lack of tasks to support such practice has been pointed out (McGroarty & Taguchi, 2005;
Shimizu et al., 2007, 2008). Using textbooks may be only a way to provide novice level EFL learners with
opportunities to practice the language use they have learned in the textbooks. They may feel comfortable in
practicing with the use of textbooks in the classroom environment. This study explores five beginner level
internationally used commercial ELT textbooks and seven EFL textbooks used in Japanese senior high schools as
to presentation of practice tasks which include speech acts. The outcomes of the study reveal 1) particular types
of speech acts which can be commonly practiced in the textbooks; 2) how communicatively these speech acts are
treated in the tasks; 3) the differences between these two types of ELT textbooks regarding inclusion of tasks to
practice speech acts. At the same time, the strength and weakness of the tasks provided in each set of textbooks is
discussed in terms of developing learners' pragmatic competence. In the end, some practical suggestions are

made as to how teachers might supplement these materials to adapt them for pragmatic instruction.
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This study aims to examine the effect of lessons using YouTube videos as authentic materials on motivation,
English learning, and listening ability of junior high school students in Japan. One-hundred-four second grade
students at a junior high school in Japan participated in lessons using YouTube videos. Six episodes selected
from six genres of YouTube videos were viewed in six classes over six weeks by an intervention group with
group comprehension activities and pre- and post-viewing activities in pairs. In the meantime, a waiting-list
group studied English with only non-authentic materials, primarily textbooks, during the first six weeks and
viewed YouTube videos during the latter four weeks of the post- to follow-up period. Pre-, post-, and follow-up
questionnaires were conducted to investigate the influence of lessons utilizing YouTube videos on students'
motivation and English learning. Additionally, listening tests were administered to examine the lessons' effect on
listening skill. The results analyzed by a Linear Mixed Effect Model revealed significant improvements in the
EFL students' learning motivation and English learning outside the classroom, using either non-authentic
materials or authentic materials. In the end, the results did not demonstrate a significant difference in listening
ability improvement between the two groups. It might be that the length of the study was too short to discover a
difference, so it would be useful to study the long-term effect on listening ability in future research.
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