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Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) using Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC)

is popular in improving learners’ communicative ability. There are many advantages of this

approach including enhancing students’ autonomy, self-learning etc (Lee, 2016) . However, there




are limited studies in this field (Kitade, 2006; Stockwell, 2010), so it needs further investigation.
The current study aims to explore how Computer-Mediated Communication can be utilized
effectively in the task-based language teaching framework. In order to do this, it investigates
lexical density, syntactic complexity and spelling accuracy in task-based synchronous and
asynchronous computer-mediated communication (SCMC and ACMC) . Eighteen advanced
learners of English participated in this study and worked on decision-making tasks in groups of
three, both in SCMC (online chat) and ACMC (forum posting) modes. A quantitative approach is
adopted in this study. In order to investigate lexical density, type-token ratio is calculated by using
Text inspector. In order to investigate syntactic complexity, two measures (mean length of clause,
and mean length of T-unit), are calculated by the Syntactic Complexity Analyzer. Then, a paired-
samples t-test is carried out to investigate whether there is any difference between the modes.
The findings will be presented during the CELES conference.
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