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Exploring the motivation of Japanese university students in elective English courses
Bailey Benjamin (i 37 K %#) «Huang Jerry Yung Teh (i 37 K 252)

English is required for many university students. Numerous universities also offer students the chance to
further their English language education by enrolling in elective English courses. This study explores the
motivation of students who opt to further study English in non—required courses. The participants were 65
1st year students enrolled in an Elective English conversation class. All students at the university are
required to attend English Language classes. These students chose to expand their English education by
selecting the elective English conversation class instead of German or Mandarin Chinese classes. A 67
question survey utilizing Likert scale was administered to determine the motivations of these students. The
survey measured 16 different categories of motivation. This study focused specifically on 2 areas——criterion
measures and instrumentality. Individuals with high responses in criterion measures are considered to be
highly motivated about English. In contrast, instrumentality refers to using English as a means to an end.
The researchers directly compared these two categories?criterion measures and instrumentality?and analyzed
the results using SPSS. This report will discuss the results as well as exploring significant results in other

motivational categories.
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JTEs’ and ALTs’ views on textbook usage and materials selection

Birch Gregory (7§ R & 7B K°F2)
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) introduced the new course of
study into JHS and SHS in 2012 and 2013 respectively, but what effect has this had on team—teaching? To
answer that question, this study continues earlier research (Birch, 2008) into the state of team—teaching (TT)
in Japanese junior and senior high schools by examining (i) textbook usage and (ii) materials selection in
team—teaching contexts, and also (iii) professional development among JET ALTs.

During the Skills Development Conferences in two prefectures in November 2013, surveys were
completed in English by 120 junior and senior high school JET—sponsored ALTs and in Japanese by 80 JTEs.
(i) A comparison with Birch (2008) and unpublished survey findings (2010) identified differences in the classes
which were team—taught and the degree to which textbooks were used in these classes. Despite the fact that
goals outlined in the new Course of Study are primarily enforced through the use of MEXT-authorized
textbooks, findings in each study indicate that these textbooks are not always central in team—taught lessons.
(i) JTEs’ and ALTSs’ reasons for using their own teaching materials in team—taught lessons were therefore
elicited through open—ended questions. Data were analyzed following Mahoney (2004), where categories
were not—predetermined, but arrived at after two researchers analyzed responses independently. (i) A final
factor, the degree to which ALTs take advantage of the professional development options available to them,
was also explored as there are now more opportunities for ALTs to teach longer (i.e. 5-year contracts
available) and continue teaching after their initial contract has expired (e.g. direct—hire positions).

This study shows how the revised Course of Study has led to changes in team—taught classes, and will
therefore be of interest to teacher—trainers as well as to those in the classroom.

Birch, G. (2008). ALTs’ Roles and Duties: Official Documents Versus ALT Self Reports. HIE# X 53E
HBEFRRE RS, 38, 101-108.

Mahoney, S. (2004). Role Controversy among Team Teachers in the JET Programme. JALT Journal, 26(2),
223-244.
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Secondary school students’ orientations, motivation and intercultural attitudes and their changes during an
overseas field trip

Brown Ivan (_ZHE R « P Br A7 OBl IR SZIE T S5 80R 410

This study explored the relationships between orientations, motivational variables and proficiency, but aimed
chiefly to find out what kinds of changes took place in students’ orientations, motivations and attitudes
related to learning English and intercultural contact during an annual two—week overseas field trip to the
U.S.A. Three classes of fourth—year secondary school students (113 in total) completed questionnaires before
and after a two—week overseas field trip to the U.S.A., which included homestay and classes at a private
language school. The questionnaires were partly based on Yashima (2000) and Yashima et al. (2004). Factor
analysis of the 30 orientation items yielded eight factors: “Intercultural mindedness and curiosity”,
“Academic importance of English”, “Anglo-American entertainment”, “Internationalist instrumental
orientation”, “Vague sense of usefulness”, “International Internet—-based exchange of information”,
“Multicultural leisure travel and friendship”, and “Anglo-American sociolinguistic prestige and vitality”.
Based on previous research, the 30 motivational—attitudinal items were aggregated into seven constructs:
“Intensity of desire and motivation to learn English”, “Intergroup approach/avoidance tendency”,
“Unwillingness to leave hometown”, “Interest in working or volunteering overseas”, “Interest in international
news”, “Amount of English communication in/outside class”, and “Confidence in explaining own culture”. A
third part involved brief freely—written answers related to aims, reflections and imagined future L2 selves.
CASEC scores were also collected as indicators of proficiency. A three-way factorial ANOVA (before—after x
class x gender) was carried out, revealing overall (main effect) small but significant increases in almost all
positively regarded constructs, along with a number of varied effects among subgroups. This presentation will
report the main findings related to changes and correlations, report salient examples of participants’ free
answers, and discuss possible courses of action with regard to pre—departure instruction for future trips, as

well as goals and methods for future research.
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Implementing Group Work and Oral Presentations in Reading Classes
INTEF A (IR THERT)

In this paper, the author introduces a way to develop reading classes by way of group work and oral
presentations in a method called Reading Circles. Reading Circles in this paper mean that students work in
small groups of three or four in the classroom to accomplish the common goal of understanding a reading. The
original Reading Circle method was carefully examined and revised to match the material, class structure and
limited English proficiency of the university students taught. With this revised method, each student in a
group plays a different role in the discussion. There are six student roles: explaining vocabulary, finding the
key sentence, making a visual aid, creating a mini—quiz, making a summary, and giving an oral presentation.
Reading Circles are expected to move developing readers from being only capable of searching for information
to being able to read a text more personally and effectively. This method helps create a progressive and
cooperative working atmosphere with a sense of responsibility which makes students work together diligently
and cooperatively inside and outside class. This paper also provides step—by—step instructions on how to

implement group work and oral presentations in any English class taught with reading material.
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A corpus—based investigation into English phrasal verbs in phrasebooks published in Japan.

Yamamura Hiroto (& |1 /& %% B P 24%)

The present study conducts a corpus—based investigation of the usefulness of the English phrasal verbs (PVs)
found in vocabulary learning materials published in Japan. Despite their importance, studies on materials such
as coursebooks have not received much attention compared to research on learning and teaching in the field
of applied linguistics and English language teaching (McGrath, 2013). Recent studies on corpus—based
evaluation of materials have revealed that the selection of items in materials does not reflect the real use of
English (Koprowski, 2005). This implies that learners would not get the best return from studying those
materials.

The aim of the present study is to investigate the extent to which the selected phrasal verbs (PVs) from
phrasebooks, a commonly used tool for learning vocabulary in Japan, are used in the real world by answering
two research questions: (1) To what extent do phrasal verbs in phrasebooks published in Japan differ in terms
of their usefulness in COCA (Corpus of Contemporary American English)? (2) To what extent do phrasebooks
differ in terms of their usefulness score? If any, what are possible causes of those differences? As the first step
of the analysis, 532 types (out of 1346 tokens) of PVs were identified from six phrasebooks. These items were
sorted based on the number of books in which they appear (e.g., PVs that appear in five books, PVs that
appear only in one book, etc.), and 30 % of the items from each book range group were subject to corpus
investigation. Each PV was assigned a usefulness score based on frequency and range in which it existed in the
corpora. In an attempt to address research questions based on the obtained usefulness scores, necessary
statistical tests were conducted. The findings show that the PVs shared by many books do not always have
higher usefulness scores than those shared by fewer books. Another set of statistical tests indicate that most
of the books do not differ significantly in terms of usefulness of the PVs they contain.

HEFEER H3=E ©

How does it start? Initial FL. Education in Japan & England compared

Fraser Sue (J& 3= & Bt KF)

Education policies worldwide are advocating earlier teaching of Foreign Languages (FLs), but what is actually
happening in those classrooms?

This second comparative case study into FL education in Japan and England focuses on elementary
school FL learning and teaching, by investigating experiences of and attitudes to initial FLL education in these
two contexts. It therefore aims to provide a detailed picture of what is being taught, how, and how it is viewed
by both teachers and learners, in order to document a time of policy change. The recent inclusion of English
(EFL) in the Japanese elementary school curriculum is examined in relation to the current position of optional
FL lessons in primary schools in England just before the statutory teaching of one of six designated FLs comes
into force in September 2014.

Replicating research into teaching styles, learner motivation and learning outcomes in English
education in senior high schools in Japan (Fraser, 2010), this study examines initial FL education through
interviews with teachers, and surveys into learner attitudes and expectations. Observation of FL lessons was
also undertaken to provide empirical evidence of interaction patterns, range of activities, and distribution of

L1/L2 use in class. Comparisons are drawn between methodology, materials, and learner/teacher perceptions



of FLT, and factors influencing classroom practice are discussed.

Findings illustrate similarities in obstacles facing language teachers in both settings, and in attitudes
among learners to factors such as speaking in L2, and their future use of the FLs. Major differences include
the variety of materials and activities employed in the observed lessons, potential exposure to the target
languages, learner L2 confidence, and their preferred FL activities.

The extent to which a communicative approach to FL teaching is being implemented is also assessed.
Conclusions are then reached on expectations, benefits and drawbacks of the systems, and suggestions are
made on what each context can learn from the other.

References:

Fraser, S. (2010) ‘Different Courses, Different Outcomes?’ A comparative study of Communicative
Competence in English Language learners following ‘Academic’ and ‘International Understanding’ courses
at High Schools in Japan. Doctoral thesis. School of Education, University of Durham (UK)
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/294/1SFraser.pdf
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The necessity of teaching anaphoric expressions

KiERE )y (FRRE R RFHeA) - AR (§RiE R 77)

In this presentation, we will talk about what English teachers should know when they teach anaphoric
expressions such as pronouns and reflexives. Little attention has been given to the differences between
Japanese and English anaphoric expressions in English classrooms in Japan. We will first historically overview
the development of anaphoric expressions of the two languages focusing on the third person singular pronouns.
Let us look at the dialogue in (1).
(1) a. Husband: I met a man called Mr. Suda yesterday.
b. Wife: Who is he?

(1b) is grammatically correct as a response to (1a). But, how does the teacher explain, or translate (1b) into
Japanese? Should it be translated to (2)?
(2) ??Kare—wa dare desu ka?
The use of “kare” in (2) is awkward. “Kare” could be substituted by “sono hito” in (3a), or the proper name
could be repeated again like in (3b).
(3) a. Sono hito—wa dare desu ka?

b. Suda—san—tte dare desu ka?
In this manner, the pronoun “he” in English is not equivalent to “kare” in Japanese. “Kare” means “that
person” or “ano hito.” However, we are taught in English class at junior high school that “he” is “kare” and
“she” is “kanojo” and so on. We therefore conclude that the Japanese pronoun equivalent to the English
pronoun is a “zero pronoun (¢ )” which is not phonetically realized. Let us look at (4).
(4) a. Johni said [that hei bought a new watch].

b. ??Johni—wa [karei—ga atarashii tokei—o katta to] itta.

c. Johni-wa [ ¢ i atarashii tokei—o kata to] itta.
In the translation of (4a), (4b) could be awkward. “Kare” in (4b) should not be phonetically realized, so the
sentence without “kare” in (4c) is a standard expression in Japanese bi—clausal structures.

Thus, our claims in this talk are that teachers should know the linguistic differences between Japanese

» o«

and English anaphoric properties; for example, “kare” does not match “he.” “Kare” is not a pronoun but a
noun, which is equivalent to “ano hito” (i.e., that person). Based on these linguistic features, teachers should

teach these English pronominal systems to their students.
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Student Involvement in e—Learning Content
Jarrell Douglas (44 7 B2z K 5) - TERE R (R K F)

Mobile learning content development has been dominated by teachers and e-learning professionals, i.e.
e—learning enterprises and organizations, while the users, i.e. students, are seldom included. We
hypothesized that if e—learning content is developed by students, it will be a source of motivation for other
students as well as a source of material for a database of e—learning materials. Based on this idea, Shimane
University and Nagoya Women’s University started a mobile learning project in 2013 that involved students
in developing materials for an English email magazine. In the first stage of the project, students were paid to
write short essays, make grammar quizzes, and create learning animations. The second stage will call for
unpaid volunteer contributions. Although this project is still in progress, it has already highlighted several
areas which may be helpful in guiding the next stages of the project and in clarifying mobile learning practices
in general: 1) such mobile learning materials are short and focused, making it possible for students to create
them; 2) the content developed by students provides valuable information on the topics of current interest to
university students; 3) student—generated materials often invite a larger response from readers than
teacher—generated materials. One major challenge to the project has been the difficulty of sustaining student

participation, a problem that may be exacerbated once content development shifts to a voluntary basis.
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An Analysis of Grammar Materials of High School English Textbooks in Japan
i FH gk (B2 ST HE(S & 25 %)

The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) has reformed the
curriculum of English education in order to improve students’ communicative abilities (MEXT, 2009). The
new curriculum guidelines emphasize that grammar needs to be taught as a means of communication. From the
perspective of materials development, it is crucial for textbooks to be adequately designed for achieving the
goals of a curriculum. This study analyzes the grammar materials in six MEXT-approved English textbooks
used in Japanese senior high schools: All aboard communication English I, Vista English communication I, My
way English Communication I, Vivid English communication I, Element English communication I and Crown
English communication I. Content analysis which includes both quantitative and qualitative elements was
employed in this study. The textbooks were analyzed by adopting a framework used for analyzing grammar
materials based on Ellis (2002). The findings of this study reveal that MEXT-approved textbooks tend to
provide many kinds of grammar materials: reading texts, listening texts, explicit rule clarification, and various
types of grammar exercises. Generally, for input, examples of the target grammar features are provided via
meaningful reading texts and explicit rule clarification. For output, MEXT-approved textbooks provide
various types of grammar exercises so that learners will be able to use the target grammar features accurately,
whereas they do not often provide communicative activities which focus on developing learners’ fluency. The
findings also show that MEXT-approved textbooks consist of three sections: reading sections including
reading texts, followed by grammar sections including rule clarification and grammar exercises, and

communication sections including communicative activities. Regarding these sections, while reading sections



and grammar sections tend to be linked in the textbooks, grammar sections and communication sections
appear not to be strongly linked in any of the textbooks. These findings suggest that there is still room for
improvement in designs of MEXT-approved textbooks in order to achieve the goals of the new curriculum of
English education.
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Influence of genres and statistical measures in choosing the key English vocabulary for general purposes
[shikawa Shin’ichiro (#f5 K%2)

There have been several approaches in developing a pedagogical vocabulary list, whose importance has been
widely acknowledged in TEFL. In the past, a vocabulary list was created largely on the basis of intuition of
several experienced teachers. The so—called expert knowledge has guaranteed reliability of the list to some
extent. However, thanks to increasing availability of large corpora, some of which collect language samples
from several genres in a balanced way so as to be more representative, recent studies have paid a greater
attention to frequency of words and phrases attested in corpus data. If a corpus comprises only one type of a
language, choosing the high frequency words is not a difficult task. While, if it comprises different genres of a
language, how to deal with frequencies obtained from different genres can be a matter of discussion. For, the
vocabulary might substantially vary according to genres. Also, the key vocabulary could be influenced by
statistics we adopt for analysis. Thus, both of how to choose and grade genres and how to integrate
frequencies need to be reconsidered. In the current study, using the British National Corpus (BNC) and the
Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA), we have collected frequency data from ten kinds of
genres: British fiction [Bf], British newspaper [Bn], British magazine [Bm], British academic [Ba], British
spoken [Bs], American fiction [Af], American newspaper [An], American magazine [Am], American academic
[Aa], and American spoken [As], and investigated (i) how genre choice or genre grading influences the
vocabulary, and (ii) how statistical methods to be adopted influences the key vocabulary. Concerning (i), we
compared four conditions: (a) two production modes (spoken and written), (b) two area variants (British and
American), (c) ten genres, (d) ten genres weighted on the basis of learning needs (our pre—study has shown
that leaning needs score [1-5 scale] varies from Ba (2.84) and Aa (2.97) to Af (3.87) and As (4.16)); while
concerning (i), we compared three statistical measures: (a) median, (b) mean, and (c) z1 score of the principal
component analysis. Our data—based empirical investigations have revealed that the so—called key vocabulary,
even if they are obtained from corpora, can be strongly influenced by genre choice or genre grading as well as

statistical measures applied for frequency processing.
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Measuring Explicit and Implicit Knowledge of Sentence-Level Discourse Constraints: A Case of Assertive
Predicates in English as a Foreign Language

TAMURA Yu(Graduate School, Nagoya University)  KUSANAGI Kunihiro (Graduate School, Nagoya
University/JSPS Research Fellow)

This study attempted to uncover how sentence—level discourse constraints are represented in Japanese EFL
learners’ explicit and implicit knowledge, using normal and speeded grammaticality judgment tasks (GJTs). In
studies on explicit and implicit knowledge of second language (L.2) learners, it has been acknowledged that
linguistic factors in a target language affect the attainment of explicit and implicit knowledge in different ways
(e.g., Kusanagi & Yamashita, 2013). However, previous studies on the attainment of explicit and implicit
knowledge have long treated only syntactic, morphosyntactic, and morphological constraints in a target
language, and very little is known about that of semantic, pragmatic, and sometimes conventional or
peripheral linguistic phenomena. The present study, thus, focused on a discourse-related phenomenon in

English, which has been well known with the term, assertive predicates. In English, some predicative



expressions (or complementizers) assign properties of (a) factivity, and (b) assertiveness. In a complement
structure of non—assertive verbs (e.g., regret, deny, doubt) embedding an epistemic auxiliary verb or modal is

not allowed as seen in (1).

(1) * I regret that the man bay be the criminal.

It is plausible to infer that this type of discourse constraints should be rarely taught explicitly in the formal
instruction of Japanese English language teaching contexts. On the contrary, some researchers posit that
such meaning—driven constraints are relatively easier to attain in implicit knowledge. In order to verify this
theoretical conflict, the present study conducted an experiment of which participants were thirty Japanese
EFL learners, and the stimuli composed of 24 pairs of grammatical and ungrammatical sentences all about the
violation of the constraints above. We analyzed the data of accuracy, reaction time, a sensitivity index d’ and
an index for response biases S in each condition. The comparison between the two conditions (Normal vs.
Speeded) of GJT performance revealed that both the explicit and implicit knowledge on the constraints still
remained rudimentary, showing relatively small effects of the task condition on each performance index. The
learning difficulty of semantic or discourse—related constraints rather than syntactic and morphological ones,

and the importance of formal teaching on the constraints were discussed.
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Discourse analysis of athlete interviews

IR (FF = A2 — KPR F B A)

Language teachers are expected to enable their students to function in real life situations in the target
language. When teachers choose materials for their lessons, authenticity is one of the most important features
of the chosen text. It is presumed that most of the texts in coursebooks are developed for the sake of the
language lessons. They are not authentic texts, in that they have not been produced in real life situations. It
is, therefore, debatable whether artificially developed texts are useful for the purpose. In order to explore this
problem, I will review the literature on this issue and then compare an authentic text with an unauthentic one
produced for language lessons with reference to discourse analysis. [ will consider both general and specific
linguistic differences in the two texts, paying a particular attention to discourse features, such as turn taking,
discourse markers, grammatical “mistakes” and lexical choices. Both texts have been taken from interviews
with athletes. In one interview, secondary school students interviewed a real athlete, Christine Ohuruogu, in
a stadium in London. The other text is a scripted interview, presumably conducted in a recording studio. The

coursebook does not state that it is a scripted interview, but the data reveals that it is not a real interview.



BHMFEREK HI0E @

The Acquisition of Wh-Interrogatives and Relative Clauses by Japanese EFL Learners
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Since 1970’s, syntactic researchers have focused on subject/non—subject asymmetries in wh—-movement
(Koopman 1983, among others), and some (Lasnik and Saito 1984, among others) have attempted to explain
them in terms of the Empty Category Principle (ECP), which is considered to constitute some of the principles
of universal grammar. Since the late 1980’ s, SLA researchers have investigated the relationship between
universal grammar and second language acquisition (White 1988, among others). In this study, in order to
investigate the acquisition of the wh-interrogative construction and the relative clause construction, we
administered a translation test to 178 Japanese college and university students. Some of the target sentences
are shown in (1).
(1)

a. Who found Pam?

b. Who did Ron find?

c. Richard helped the man who found Pam.

d. Richard helped the man who Ron found.
The participants were classified into 3 EFL level groups based on a reliable EFL test. The collected data was
analyzed by a repeated measure of ANOVA and a multiple comparison (Bonferroni). Through the analysis, we
obtained four findings. First, as for the beginner EFL level learners, there was a statistically significant
difference between the mean value of interrogatives with subject wh—extraction and that of interrogatives with
object wh—extraction (rate of accuracy on (1a)=.33, (1b)=.12, p<.01). Second, as for the intermediate EFL
level learners, there was a statistically significant difference between the mean value of interrogatives with
subject wh—extraction and that of interrogatives with object wh—extraction ((1a)=.27, (1b)=.47, p<.01). Third,
and finally, as for three types of EFL groups, there was a statistically significant difference between the mean
value of interrogatives with subject wh—extraction and that of interrogatives with object wh—extraction
(Beginner: (1¢)=.37, (1d)=.22, p<.02, Intermediate: (1c)=.49, (1d)=.33, p<.01, Advanced: (1c)=.69, (1d)=.33,
p<.01). Therefore, Japanese EFL learners showed two types of subject/object asymmetries in acquisition of
wh-interrogatives. Fourth, and finally, there was no statistically significant difference in the level of
acquisition of relative clauses among the three EFL groups. These results seem to indicate that if the
construction does not involve the do—support operation, as in relative clause formation, subject extraction is
easier than object extraction.
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